isms lend themselves quite exceptionally for studies in cell metabolism. Since many of them are readily available in pure culture, it is quite possible to start at any moment experiments with a uniform biocatalytic material. Moreover, we owe to the genius of Pasteur the remarkable observation that several of the colorless unicellular organisms can thrive in a medium which contains only one single organic compound besides the necessary mineral constituents. It is clear that this circumstance simplifies the study of metabolism quite especially.
We have profited by this favorable situation to study the metabolism of several microbes in somewhat more detail.
In considering the metabolism of any living cell one is immediately struck by the remarkable fact that the compounds in the food are never integrally con- 
